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MR. CASTORINA: Today is October 9th, 


2001. I'm Ron Castorina. I'm at Engine 24, 


Ladder 5. 


FIREFIGHTER MONAHAN: Craig Monahan, 


firefighter first grade, Ladder 5. 


MR. CASTORINA: Present is -- 


MR. McCOURT: Tom McCourt. 

Q. Firefighter Monahan, can you tell us on 
September llth the events that took place that 
day, where you were working and going through all 
the details? 

A. I was off duty. When I saw the second 
plane hit, I drove in to work from Staten Island. 
I had two other firefighters with me, Steven 
Altini and Joe Ray. Joe Ray and I both had our 
bunker gear with us because our last set of tours 
we had been detailed to other companies. We just 
so happened to have gone home with our bunker 
gear. Altini didn't have his. 

So I rushed in, and I got here pretty 
quick. I parked in front of 90 West. I came 


through the tunnel, Battery Tunnel, parked in 


front of 90 West. Joe Ray and I geared up, put 


our gear on. We started heading north towards 
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the towers. Altini, we left him at the rig. He 


started heading towards -- the command center at 


first. I think he ended up going back to 10 and 
10 to get gear. 


Anyhow, as we were walking through the 


streets, the West Side Highway was littered with 


body parts. You could identify a hand, small 


pieces, but obviously body parts. It had that 


odor. I've been through this before. 
Q. What time is this now, approximately? 
A. I have no idea. 
Q. Both towers were still up? 
A. The two towers were both standing, and 


they were roaring. 
Q. Both planes had hit at this point when 


you were there? 


A. Right. I left Staten Island at -- it 
wasn't my house; it was somewhere else. But I 
was on the south shore of Staten Island. I went 


into somebody's house, because they said that a 
plane hit the tower, and they were showing me on 


their TV. 


As we turned it on and looked at it, 


the second plane hit. I knew right then that we 
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were losing companies and mine was probably going 
to be one of them. So I was going in, and the 
other two guys came with me. 


We got there really fast. I drove on 


the shoulder or however it took to get here. I 


parked in front of 90 West, left the keys in my 


truck in case anybody needed to move it. The 


highway was kind of clear as far as vehicles. 


There was no traffic going through. It really 
wasn't congested with rigs at that spot. 

I saw an ambulance. Dr. Kelly was 
getting on the ambulance with I don't know who. 
They were putting someone on the ambulance. That 
was before we got to the south pedestrian bridge, 
before Liberty Street. You could see airplane 
parts just littered across the street, across the 
highway. 

Joe and I walked north. My goal was to 
find Ladder 5, my company's rig, and try to 


retrace their steps and find them and help them. 


As we were walking past the towers, it was just 


unbelievable. You had to watch where you were 
walking. You didn't want to step on a scalp ora 


knee joint or something like that. There was 
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just stuff everywhere. 

We kept going north. We were just on 
the edge of the sidewalk. We got in front of One 
World Trade Center, and I looked in. It looked 
like it was dark in there. I had to find 5's 
rig. As we were going, I'm looking to see the 
rigs. I know we normally come down West Street. 


I want to find my rig, get tools, and then maybe 


I can trace my way in from there. 

It turns out we found Squad 18 under 
the north pedestrian or somewhere around there, 
and we got masks. We took masks off of there. 
We were looking for tools. All we got was a 
couple of masks. 


Just north of that pedestrian bridge 


before Vesey, we found Ladder 5. It was parked 
in the middle of the highway, right up against 
the divider. 

Q. Can you mark that on the map, where it 


was parked? 


A. 5 Truck was right here. 
Q. Just write "5 Truck." 
A. That's where it was when we got there. 


The tormenters weren't down. 


C. MONAHAN 6 


Q. Put "05" or something like that right 
next to it. 


A. It was just parked. It was running. 


But the tormenters weren't down. It wasn't close 


enough to ladder the building. 
As we're looking through the rig to try 
to get a Halligan or some tools, some 


construction workers or I dont' know if they were 


civilians. They were employees I think somewhere 
down there, and they came running over to us 
saying there's a chief that needs to get down. 
There was a chief up on the mezzanine area right 
on the corner of Vesey and West. 

I got in the truck. I pulled the 
tiller wheel in position so that all Joe had to 
do was sit up there and hold that wheel. I was 


going to back Ladder 5 close enough to this 


mezzanine area so that we could put up the aerial 
ladder to get him down and whoever else he had up 
there. 

We did that. We backed it up. We got 


it close enough. We laddered the building. We 


put the aerial up, and that's it. Basically 


that's it. 
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QO. Who was the chief there? 

A. I didn't get his name. 

Q. When you got there he was still there? 

A. He was still up there. I don't know if 
he came down our aerial or what. That was right 
about when the first building came down. We put 


the aerial up. 

Q. Could you put on there where you moved 
it to? Was it pretty close to where it was 
originally? 

A. We moved it this way, right there. 

Q. So basically just as you got it in 
place, that's when the building started coming 
down? 


A. We got it in place, and then we got off 


the turntable. We were looking for tools again. 
Then all of a sudden you heard something, and it 
sounded like a harrier jet was landing right over 
top of us. Sure enough that second tower was 
just coming straight down. 

It was sick. I didn't think I was 


going to survive. It was really a sick sight and 


a really sick sound. 


QO. What did you do? 
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A. I said, "Let's go, Joe. We're going to 
dive under this engine there." There was an 
engine, I think it was at Vesey and West, I think 


it was right on the corner by the median, and we 


ran to it and we dove underneath it. We ran to 
it, ran around it and dove underneath it, because 
we figured we were going to get covered and 
that's our best chance. 

Although debris fell around us, the 
main structure felt as if -- we were lucky. When 
it sounded like the explosion stopped, the steel 
hitting, when it all seemed to stop, this just 
like a fire storm of wind and material, a 
sandstorm kind of, just came and wailed by, 
really flew past us quick. 

We huddled and stayed in place, and we 


threw our masks on. I knew which way was north, 


so we started walking north to try to get out of 


that storm. Eventually it cleared. It was 


probably 20 minutes. It's hard to say, because 


it seems like to me that all of the time frames, 


how many minutes it took me to get there, I 


couldn't tell you. It's just like everything is 


just one. Your mind is playing games. 
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Q. Most people have the same problem. 


A. I would like to ask you guys questions, 


you know, the times of what happened, piece my 
life together. 


Together Joe and I walked north on West 


Street, and we found an engine company, hooked it 


up to a hydrant, and we fired the stag to try to 


knock down some of the smoke just so that we 


could see. We did that for a short time. 

Q. Was there a lot of burning debris 
around or anything? 

A. Not that we were able to hit. But 
there was a parking lot I think on the corner of 
Vesey. I'm not sure. I think it was the corner 
of Vesey and West. I'm pretty sure, yeah. On 


the southwest corner of Vesey and West, there was 


a parking lot that was just roaring. Every car 
was transmitting to the next car. This was 
between the two collapses, I think. 


I went over there. I took a saw off of 
some fire truck, some ladder company -- I don't 
know -- and took a metal-cutting blade. There 


were two fences between the highway and this 


parking lot. I cut the fences and, with an 
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engine company, advanced the line and started 
knocking down those fires. 


Once that line was in place, that 


engine was in control, they didn't need me. So 


that's when I started making my way back down to 


try to get inside the rubble. 

Q. Did you get any direction from anybody 
at all or were you kind of like working on your 
own? Did you meet with any chiefs or 


lieutenants? 


A. I saw chiefs. Yeah, I ran into chiefs, 
and they were all telling me to get lost: "You 
ought to just go north." But I didn't really 


want to do that because I know my guys are in 
there. 
I left the saw there. I left that 


engine company. I figured they don't need me to 


put these cars out. I started walking back 


towards the towers. Then, bam, the next one 


started coming down. I just couldn't believe it. 


Q. Where were you when the next on 
started coming down? How far away were you? 


A. I think I was north of Vesey. I might 


have been closer to between Vesey and Barclay 
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on West Street. 

Q. You were by yourself at this point? 

A. I had Joe with me. We had lost each 
other and then got back together, I think. Your 


mind plays games with you when you see this kind 


of shit. I know we were together when the second 


one fell also. After that one came down, we 
walked north again. 

We met up with an engine company. They 
were just staying by a hydrant and spraying the 
water, trying to knock the smoke down. They were 
just going to stay there. We hung out with them 
for a minute. 


Then, I don't know, that's when I lost 


Joe, after the two towers were down. I knew he 
wasn't in the collapse. Somehow in the dark we 
lost each other. I headed back down -- well, 
that's it. That's all you want to know, the two 
towers. 

Q. Well, you can go on a little bit. 

A. I came back down, and I went to five, 


and it was crushed with steel and all kinds of 


crap. I didn't see anybody in it or under it or 


around it. So I started making my way towards 
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the pedestrian bridge, and I saw that the bridge 
had come down substantially. But there was about 


four feet -- there was a void underneath the 


pedestrian bridge where you could see the street. 


So I climbed under. I went under and went into 


the pile and started looking for guys and 


everything. There was just nothing to find. 


Everything was the same color. 
That's all you guys want to know; 
right? 
Q. You covered it all. Anything else you 
want to add? 
A. That's it. 
MR. CASTORINA: The time is 12:50. 


This concludes the interview. 


